TRUMAN AND THE REVOLT OF THE ADMIRALS 1949
“Who can doubt, if we succeed in controlling the atomic weapon, that we can go on to the control of other instruments of mass destruction?  The elimination of war itself is within the range of possibility” Bernard Baruch (1870-1965) American Financier and Statesman, member of the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission
HARRY TRUMAN 33RD President of U.S.
· Harry Truman (1884-1972) was from Independence, MO, was an Army Field Artillery Captain in WWI, a failed KC haberdasher was elected as a judge of Jackson County MO in 1922
· HT then was a Senator from 1935-45 - In late 1940, Truman traveled to various military bases. The waste and profiteering he saw led him to use his chairmanship of the Committee on Military Affairs Subcommittee on War Mobilization to start investigations into abuses.  The Truman Committee proved to be one of the most successful investigative efforts ever mounted by the U.S. government: an initial budget of $15,000 was expanded over three years to $360,000 to save an estimated $10–15 billion in military spending and thousands of lives of U.S. servicemen. The “Truman Committee” would give HT prominence and would make him FDR’s VP in 1944
· FDR dies on April12, 1945, HT is 33rd President, HT presided at VE day in May 1945 and after ordering the two Atomic Bomb attacks VJ day in September 1945
· Republicans sure that Thomas Dewey would defeat HT in 1948 but he pulled off upset victory
ATOMIC POLICY 
· HT: “The US intended to support free peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressures “The Truman Doctrine” was a declaration of war for the cold war
· At end of WWII USN had 1194 major combatant vessels, 1256 amphibious transports, 41000 aircraft and 3.4 million personnel to fight a two-ocean war – Truman cut back so swiftly that within 3 years USN had only 267 combatant vessels active
· Many believed that atomic superweapons made conventional weapons obsolete
SERVICES UNIFICATION
· During WWII, the War Powers Act of 1941 allowed the president broad power to reorganize the armed forces, but this authority was to expire six months after the end of the war. In April 1944, the Congress began considering legislation for post-war organization. In response, the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS), the wartime body consisting of the most senior uniformed leaders prepared to make its own recommendations, some suggestions that concerned the Navy were to put Navy’s Marines under the Army, Navy planes under Air Force
· The National Security Act of 1947 signed by HT July 26 centralized the US armed forces into the National Military Establishment, but it did not actually merge them, much less than the Army and Air Force wanted.  One reason was the first secretary of defense, James Forrestal (1892-1949) who had been secretary of the Navy 1944-47
· In 1949, exhausted from overwork, Forrestal entered psychiatric treatment. Truman asked him to resign. Forrestal was hospitalized for depression on the 16th floor of Naval Hospital at Bethesda, Maryland.  On May 22, 1949, he opened a window and jumped.
LOUIS JOHNSON AND THE REVOLT OF THE ADMIRALS 
· Forrestal’s replacement 1949 was Louis A Johnson (1891-1966) who had been in the 1948 presidential campaign, Johnson was chief fundraiser for HT reelection campaign; the money raised by Johnson proved crucial to Truman's come-from-behind victory in the November elections
· The Revolt occurred at a time when HT and Louis A. Johnson were seeking to reduce military expenditure. This policy involved deep cuts in the Navy, while making the US Air Force and strategic nuclear bombing the primary means of defending American interests. The Navy sought to carve out a role for itself in strategic bombing, which the Air Force saw as one of its primary roles.
· This Admirals Revolt involved a number of retired and active USN Admirals, Admiral Louis E. Denfeld, Chief of Naval Operations, and Vice Admiral Gerald F. Bogan, as well as Fleet Admirals Chester Nimitz and William Halsey, senior officers during WWII
· The B-29 was the mainstay of the bomber fleet in 1948, but that year the Convair B-36 Peacemaker was introduced into service.  The B-36 is the largest mass-produced piston-engine aircraft ever built. It has the longest wingspan of any combat aircraft ever built at 230 ft.  The B-36 was the first bomber capable of delivering any of the nuclear weapons in the U.S. arsenal from an internal bomb bay without aircraft modifications. With a range of 10,000 mi and flying at 80,000 ft, with a maximum payload of 87,200 lb., the B-36 was capable of intercontinental flight without refueling.
· Since 1945, the Navy had been working on the design of a new class of super aircraft carrier. Its principal proponent was Admiral Marc Mitscher. Mitscher proposed the construction of an aircraft carrier that would have been ideal for that mission. He wanted a steel flush deck so that it could operate 16 to 24 large bombers weighing up to 100,000 pounds, and carry enough fuel and bombs for 100 sorties to be flown without rearming or refueling. It was to be called the USS United States CV58
· Without notice or warning Johnson cancelled the USS United States even though the keel had been already laid leading to dispute the question of civilian control over the military.
CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS
· The cancellation of the aircraft carrier USS United States and accusations of impropriety by Johnson in regard to the purchase of the Convair B-36 Peacemaker bomber led to an investigation by the House Committee on Armed Services chaired by Carl Vinson.
· The naval officers called to testify were expected to support Secretary Johnson, but instead officer after officer arose to testify that the Air Force reliance on the B-36 was inadequate, and that the entire strategy of atomic bombing was immoral and misguided.
· While the dispute was settled in favor of the Truman administration, the outbreak of the Korean War in June 1950 demonstrated the shortcomings of a defense policy primarily reliant on nuclear weapons, and many of the proposed cuts to conventional forces were ultimately reversed
LEGACY
· US Navy actions in Korean War, the Landing at Inchon and the retreat at Chosen Reservoir proved the need for conventional weapons system under the nuclear umbrella
· General Douglas MacArthur’s desire to use nuclear weapons against the Counter attacking Chinese troops during the Korean War would result in HT relieving him of his command “Old soldiers never die; they just fade away”
· The US Navy eventually built their supercarrier naming it the USS Forrestal  CV59 Commissioned in 1955, it was the first designed to support jet aircraft.
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