THE NIGHT THOREAU SPENT IN JAIL: CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE JULY 1846
Emerson: “Henry what are you doing in there?”
Thoreau: “Waldo what are you doing out there?”
Apocryphal conversation about Thoreau in jail
THE ROAD TO WALDEN POND
· 1817 David Henry Thoreau (1817-1862) born July 12 Concord MA, Father John is Pencil Maker, Mother Cynthia (runs boardinghouse), His grandfather Asa Dunbar led Harvard’s 1756 student “Butter Rebellion” (rancid butter in food), first recorded student protest in America, Older sister Helen (1812-1849) and brother John Jr (1814-1842), younger sister Sophia (1819-1876), 
· 1833 DHT “barely gets in “to Harvard, gets in because of Greek/Latin in Concord schools and scholarships, dorm is Hollis hall where Emerson stayed before him graduates 19/41
· 1837 Spring DHT reads Ralph Waldo Emerson book Nature , begins his love of nature
· DHT graduates from Harvard. According to legend, Thoreau refused to pay the five-dollar fee for a Harvard diploma, He commented, "Let every sheep keep its own skin", a reference to using sheepskin vellum for diplomas
· DHT changes order of name to Henry David to reflect new identity as Harvard graduate
· Harvard degree used for: Minister, Lawyer, Doctor, Teacher.  HDT began teaching at Concord Center School but resigned after a few weeks because he wouldn’t give corporal punishment to students
· HDT begins keeping his Journal eventually 47 volumes, used as source for Walden and others 
· 1838 HDT and his brother John then opened the Concord Academy, a grammar school in Concord. They introduced several progressive concepts, including nature walks and visits to local shops and businesses.
· August 31 John and HDT start boat trip in dory they built (15x3), basis for first book A Week on the Concord and Merrimac Rivers, HDT: “Away with the superficial and selfish philanthropy of men, who knows what admirable virtue of fishes may be below low-water-mark-, bearing up against a hard destiny, not admired by that fellow creature who alone can appreciate it!  Who hears the fishes when they cry?”, revolutionary idea of extending ethical community to the non-human world will be the start of Conservationism 
· 1841 The Concord Academy closes because of John’s failing health, John had cut his finger while shaving, infected, Lockjaw, death January 11, 1842
· 1844 HDT on boating trip with a friend on April 30, cook fish for lunch and accidentally set fire to dry grass and forest burning 300 acres, townspeople view HDT as not careful 
· 1845 HDT allowed by RWE to use his woodlot on Walden Pond to build a cabin (10x15)
WALDEN POND 
· 1845 July 4 HDT moves into Walden Pond and will live there 2 years 2 months 2 days Walden will condense it to one year. “I had three chairs in my house: one for solitude, two for friendship, three for society”.
· “I went to the woods because I wished to live deliberately, to front only the essential facts of life, and see it I could not learn what it had to teach, and not , when I came to die , discover that I had not lived.“ 
· “Our life is frittered away by detail.  An honest man has hardly need to count more than his ten fingers, or in extreme cases he may add his ten toes and lump the rest.  Simplicity, simplicity, simplicity!  I say, let your affairs be as two or three, and not a hundred or a thousand.”
· “The mass of men leads lives of quiet desperation.  What is called resignation is confirmed desperation. A stereotyped but unconscious despair is concealed even under what are called the games and amusements of mankind.  Ther is no play in them…but it is a characteristic of wisdom not to do desperate things”
· If a man does not keep pace with his companions, perhaps it is because he hears a different drummer.  Let him step to the music he hears, however measured or far away”
· “I left the woods for as good a reason as I went there.  Perhaps it seemed to me that I had several more lives to live and could not spare any more time for that one.”
CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE
· 1846 July 23 HDT in Concord to get shoe repaired, meets Sam Staples (Tax Collector and Jailer), HDT hasn’t paid Poll Tax since 1840 $1, Staples is stepping down as tax collector and he offers to pay the tax, HDT, matter of principle and conscience, it supports unjust Mexican American War and Slavery, Staples arrests him and puts him in jail
· Cellmate is in there for burning down a barn after falling asleep smoking his pipe, he is awaiting trial. 
· During the evening someone from his family (Aunt Maria?) came and paid the tax HDT released next morning
· HDT does lecture at Concord Lyceum “The Rights and Duties of the Individual to the State” later publishing as “Resistance to Civil Government” (1866 changed to “Civil Disobedience)
· “Unjust laws exist; shall we be content to obey them, or shall we endeavor to amend them, and obey them until we have succeeded, or shall we transgress them at once?  Men generally, under such government as this, that they ought to wait until they have persuaded the majority to alter them.  They think that, if they should resist, the remedy would be worse than the evil.  But it is the fault of the government itself that the remedy is worse than the evil.  It makes it worse.  Why is it not more apt to anticipate and provide for reform?  Why does it not cherish its wise minority?  Why does it cry and resist before it is hurt?  Why does it not encourage its citizens to be on the alert to point out its faults and do better than it would have them?  Why does it always crucify Christ, and excommunicate Copernicus and Luther, and pronounce Washington and Franklin rebels?”
· “Under a government which imprisons any unjustly, the true place for a just man is also a prison.”
· “Thus, the State never intentionally confronts a man’s semse, intellectual or moral, but only his body, his senses…. They can only force me who obey a higher law than I”   A chapter in Walden is called “Higher Laws”
· “I have never declined paying the highway tax, because I am as desirous of being a good neighbor as I am of being a bad subject, and as for supporting schools, I am doing my part to educate my fellow-countrymen now”
INFLUENCING SOCIAL CHANGE
· Leo Tolstoy (1828-1910) Russian writer and social activist
· Mahatma Gandhi (1869-1947) Indian lawyer, anti-colonial nationalist
· Martin Luther King Jr (1929-1968) American minister and Civil Rights Leader
· Martin Buber (1878-1965) Austrian Theologian and Philosopher
· Alice Paul (1885-1977) American Quaker, suffragist, feminist, women’s rights activist
· Others include John F Kennedy, William O Douglas, Marcel Proust, Ernest Hemingway, Upton Sinclair, Sinclair Lewis, William Butler Yeats
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